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Disclaimer: If you have received this e-mail on a school-sponsored e-mail address or computer, do not read during work
hours or print, forward, follow links or reply to this message. To contact KEA, please call 783-6319.

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS
VOTE to APPROVE 4204

Local levies provide our schools with fundamental needs.
Local levy failures hurt our students.
The 60% supermajority rule is unfair to our schools and our students.

SIMPLE MAJORITY

Don't forget to exercise your right to vote. Ballots must be postmarked on or before next
Tuesday, November 6, 2007. Sadly, more people vote for ‘American ldol’ or ‘Dancing
with the Stars’ than vote in our local, state or national elections. No matter which
candidate you're supporting, or which issue you want passed or defeated, don’'t become
part of that dismal picture; vote.

ARE YOU MISSING A SWEATER?
We have a black sweater at the office that was left by a member who was making phone
calls for Simple Majority. Please let Marsha know if it belongs to you.

NOVEMBER 19™ EVENING CONFERENCES

As in years past, KSD has an evening conference scheduled to accommodate parents of
K-8 students who have difficulty attending conferences during the day. This year it is on
Monday, November 19, 2007. The CBA, under the heading “Time, Responsibility, and
Incentive (TRI),” states: “7.5 hours for the annual parent/teacher/student conference day,
to be held between the hours of 12:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.” To be paid for this time, you
must perform the work. Use of personal days or sick days is not an option, and there will
be a sign-up sheet at your respective buildings. On this day, high schools will hold
classes as usual. High schools will be holding evening conferences in the spring, at
which time elementary and middle school students will attend school on their regular
schedules.

“SPARKS” TRAINING

Association members who are in their first six years of teaching are eligible to participate
in SPARKS training. It is training designed to support new teachers, encourage them to
learn more about the union, and to become involved at whatever level and in whatever
capacity interests them. If you are interested, please contact Mary or Marsha, at 783-
6319, or contact WEA-SE directly, at 783-6318. If you are an experienced teacher
working with a new teacher and think this training would be a good fit, please don’t
hesitate to contact the KEA office. SPARKS will be held from February 28" through
March 1%, 2008, at a location TBD.

ESEA REAUTHORIZATION

ESEA, the granddaddy of No Child Left Behind, is up for reauthorization. We, as
educators, need to speak out loudly and often about how it is impacting our students.
You can contact your congressmen and congresswomen in the other Washington (D.C.,
that is) by accessing the NEA website: http://www.nea.org/lac/index.html . When you
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get to that website, enter your zip code, hit “GO,” and it will take you to a selection of
issues about which you can choose to write an e-mail. It gives suggestions for talking
points if you need them. Be sure to fill in all the required information so your message
goes through and is acknowledged as legitimate. This is a form of political action
and, as always, do not email your representatives from a school district computer
~ use your home computer.

BUILDING REPRESENTATIVE TRAINING

WEA-Southeast is going to be conducting Building Representative training on Thursday,
November 15, 2007, from 5 PM to 8 PM. Pizza and pop will be provided. This training
will cover such topics as grievances, member rights, energizing your buildings, and how
to find things in our contract. (I know — it can get confusing, can’t it?) This will also be a
great opportunity for you to get to know Leslie Bedke, the Uniserv rep assigned to KEA.
She’s energetic, intelligent, and really wants to get to know Kennewick teachers. 3
Clock Hours are available through WEA for only $5.00 © Free food and cheap
clock hours — an offer you shouldn’t pass up!

RSVP to Michelle Joy at mjoy@washingtonea.org or call 783-6318.

VEBA

Due to a glitch in the system, VEBA contributions were not deducted from the October
paycheck. The deduction will begin with the November paycheck, and the benefit will be
effective beginning November 1, 2007.

HOW TO BUY SERVICE CREDIT IN WASHINGTON FROM OTHER STATES

This is what several members have been waiting for! It was decided in the legislature
last year to allow teachers who are now teaching in Washington to buy years of service
credit in other states. This is eligible only for active members of TRS Plans 2 & 3 who
have earned at least 5 years for TRS service credit in WA. To determine whether one is
eligible, the web site will be listed at the end of this article. Please read all the
Frequently Asked Questions before jumping to conclusions or confusions. DRS has
included a TRS Plan 2 & 3 calculator as well. Those with questions may call 1-800-547-
6657. The web site is www.drs.wa.gov/member/default.htm

UPCOMING DATES

Nov. 9: Elementary Report Card Prep — non-contracted day for the elementary teachers
Nov. 9: Secondary Building Professional Day — must attend to be paid

Nov. 15: Building Representative Training at WEA-SE ~ 5:00 PM to 8 PM

Nov. 19: Grades K-8 Parent conferences 12:30 PM -8:00 PM

HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND!
Mary and Marsha
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